
The STARLAB Portable  
Planetarium System

Before Setting Up The STARLAB

Room Requirements for Using the STARLAB

Note

Although many rooms are constructed with a 10-foot ceiling (slightly lower 
than the dome), it is still possible to set up STARLAB because of the dome’s 

Packed Standard Dome 
Dimensions: 36" x 18" diameter 

(91.4cm x 45.7cm)

Dome Weight: 45 lbs

Contents: Fabric Dome inflates to 16' 
dia. x 10.5' high (4.88m x 3.2m)

Seating Capacity: 25–35 people

Packed Giant Dome
Dimensions: 46" x 23" diameter (1.2m 

x 58.4cm)

Dome Weight: 90 lbs

Contents: Fabric Dome inflates to 22' 
dia. x 13.5' high (6.71m x 4.11m)

Seating Capacity: 60+ people

Projector Case
Dimensions: 31" x 26.5" x 17" (79cm x 

67cm x 43cm)

Weight: 40 lbs

Contents: Projector and 2 cylinders, box 
of accessories, manual

Fan Case
Dimensions: 25" x 25" x 10" (63.5cm 

x 25.5cm)

Weight: 20.5 lbs

Contents: Fan

1 Projector

2 Projector/Cylinder Travel Case

3 Projection Cylinders

4 Dome Duffel Bag

5 Blower

6 Blower Travel Case

7 Astronomy and More Curriculum Manual

8 Planetarium Activities for Student Success 
(13 volume set)

9 Slide Set of the Planets, Stars and Galax-
ies

10 LED Arrow Pointer

11 Accessory Box with replacement bulbs, 
planet set, moon set.

12 Tours of the Night Sky (tapes and CD)

13 STARLAB Newsletter
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air-supported structure. This will result in the top of the dome being flattened 
somewhat as it rests against the ceiling. As long as the STARLAB isn’t flat-
tened by more than about a foot, the images projected inside will appear 
correctly with little discernible distortion. If the dome must rest on a ceiling, 
just be careful that it does not come into contact with any sharp objects 
like sprinkler heads or light gratings that could damage it. In addition, the 
dome should not rest on or near hot light bulbs or radiant heaters which 
can damage the dome fabric. Though tempting, the STARLAB dome should 
never be set up outdoors. Moisture can damage the fan and projector and 
direct sunlight on the dome will make it deteriorate faster. In addition, when 
inflated, the STARLAB dome is quite buoyant so even a slight wind will cause 
it to shift position.

Janie Schwab
Text Box
Dudley Observatory uses the Standard Dome.



Preparing the Floor Surface

Electrical Requirements for Using the STARLAB

Temperature

Noise Level

Set Up Time




